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SECTION 016000 —- PRODUCT REQUIREMENTS
Latest Update: 8/6/2026

(A/E shall edit specifications and blue text in header to meet project requirements. This includes but is not limited to
updating Equipment and/or Material Model Numbers indicated in the specifications and adding any additional
specifications that may be required by the project. Remove text underlines and highlights)

PART 1 - GENERAL

1.1 SUMMARY

A.  This Section includes requirements governing product selection, quality, compatibility,
delivery, storage, handling, and installation coordination for products incorporated into
the Work.

B.  This Section establishes administrative and procedural requirements applicable to
products specified throughout the Contract Documents, including but not limited to:

1. Product selection and compliance with specified requirements.
2. Basis-of-Design and comparable product requirements.
3. Visual selection and visual matching requirements.
4.  Quality and source limitations.
5. Delivery, storage, handling, protection, and identification of products.
C. Requirements for substitutions, submittals, warranties, closeout documentation, and

contract modifications are specified in other applicable Division 01 Sections.

1.2 ADMINISTRATIVE REQUIREMENTS

A.  Product Compliance: Provide products that comply with the Contract Documents and
are new, undamaged, and suitable for the intended use at the time of installation.

B. Coordination: Coordinate product selection, ordering, delivery, storage, handling, and
installation with the progress of the Work and with related construction activities to
prevent delays, conflicts, and damage.

C.  Responsibility: Selection of products, including selection among specified options and
preparation of comparable product requests, is the Contractor’s responsibility unless
specifically indicated otherwise.
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1.3 QUALITY REQUIREMENTS

A.  Source Limitations: To the fullest extent possible, provide products of the same kind

1.4

from a single source.

1. When specified products are available only from sources that cannot produce
quantities adequate to meet Project requirements in a timely manner, consult with
the University to determine the most important product qualities prior to
proceeding.

2. Product qualities may include, but are not limited to, visual appearance, strength,
durability, compatibility, serviceability, and performance.

Compatibility of Options: When the Contract Documents permit selection between two
or more products or options, select products that are compatible with products previously
selected, even if previously selected products were also options.

Buy American Steel:

1. Only steel products made in the United States shall be used or supplied in the
performance of the Contract or any Subcontract. Steel products include products
rolled, formed, shaped, drawn, extruded, forged, cast, fabricated, or otherwise
similarly processed from steel made in the United States.

2. This requirement shall not apply if the University has determined that the cost of
such steel products is unreasonable or inconsistent with the public interest and has
communicated this determination in writing to the Contractor.

3. The provisions of this Section shall not apply where they are in conflict with any
Federal grant or regulation affecting this Contract.

PRODUCT IDENTIFICATION

Labels and Nameplates:

1. Do not attach or imprint manufacturer’s nameplates, trademarks, or identifying
markings on exposed surfaces of products that will be visible in occupied spaces
or on exterior surfaces, except where required by governing codes or standards.

2. Locate required labels, stamps, and nameplates on concealed or inconspicuous
surfaces where practicable.

Equipment Nameplates: Provide a permanent nameplate on each item of service-
connected or power-operated equipment. Locate nameplates on accessible but
inconspicuous surfaces. Nameplates shall include essential operating data, including
manufacturer, model number, serial number, and ratings.
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PART 2 - PRODUCTS

2.1 2-1--PRODUCT SELECTION REQUIREMENTS

A. A-General:

1. Provide products complete with accessories, trim, finishes, safety devices, and
other components required for a complete and functional installation.
2. Where available, provide standard products that have been produced and used

successfully in similar applications on other projects.

3. Where products are identified by the phrase as selected, the University will make
the selection.

4. Where products are identified by the phrase match sample, match the University’s
sample.

B.  Compliance with Requirements: Compliance requirements indicated in the Contract
Documents may include descriptive, performance, reference standard, and graphic
requirements. All applicable requirements shall be satisfied.

C.  Contractor Options: The Contractor’s options for selecting products are limited by the
requirements of the Contract Documents and are not governed by industry customs or
practices used on other projects.

2.2 PRODUCTS SPECIFIED BY REFERENCE OR NAMING

A.  Products Specified by Reference Standards, Codes, or Regulations: Select products that
demonstrably comply with referenced standards and regulatory requirements.

B.  Products Specified by Naming Manufacturers: Where manufacturers are named, select
products from among those listed, subject to compliance with the Contract Documents.

C. Basis-of-Design Products:

1. Where the Contract Documents identify a single product as the Basis-of-Design
and reference other manufacturers, provide either the specified Basis-of-Design
product or an approved comparable product manufactured by one of the
referenced manufacturers.

2. Approval of a comparable product is subject to compliance with requirements in
Article 2.3.

D. Approved Equivalent Language: Where the Contract Documents permit selection of an
“approved equivalent” or similar language, provide either the specified product or an
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approved comparable product manufactured by another manufacturer, subject to
compliance with Article 2.3.

COMPARABLE PRODUCTS

General: Requests to use comparable products shall be submitted in accordance with the
Submittal Procedures and Substitution requirements specified elsewhere in Division O1.

Comparable Product Requests shall include, at a minimum:

1.  Evidence that the proposed product is consistent with the Contract Documents
and does not require extensive revisions.

2. A detailed comparison of significant qualities of the proposed product and the
specified Basis-of-Design product, including performance, durability, size,
weight, serviceability, visual effect, and specific features.

3. Evidence that the proposed product provides warranties meeting the requirements
of the Contract Documents.

4. Documentation of similar completed installations, when requested.

5. Samples, when requested.

Approval of a comparable product does not relieve the Contractor of responsibility for
compliance with the Contract Documents.

VISUAL SELECTION AND MATCHING

Visual Matching: Where the Contract Documents require matching an established
sample, provide a product that complies with specified requirements and matches the
University’s sample. The University’s determination of acceptable match shall be final.

Visual Selection:

’

1. Where products are specified as “selected from manufacturer’s standard range,’
selections shall be made from non-premium options unless otherwise indicated.

2. Where products are specified as “selected from full range,” selections may
include both standard and premium options.
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PART 3 - EXECUTION

3.1

3.2

DELIVERY, STORAGE, AND HANDLING

Deliver, store, and handle products in accordance with manufacturer’s written
instructions using methods that prevent damage, deterioration, loss, or theft.

Schedule deliveries to minimize long-term on-site storage and avoid overcrowding of
construction areas.

Coordinate delivery with installation to minimize holding time for products that are
flammable, hazardous, easily damaged, or sensitive to environmental conditions.

Deliver products to the Project site in original, unopened, and undamaged packaging with
labels and instructions intact.

Inspect products upon delivery for compliance with the Contract Documents and for
damage. Remove damaged or nonconforming products from the site.

Store products to facilitate inspection and measurement and to prevent damage to the
Project structure.

Store products subject to weather damage under cover in weather-tight enclosures with
ventilation, temperature, and humidity controlled as required by manufacturer’s
instructions.

INSTALLATION OF PRODUCTS

Install products in accordance with manufacturer’s written instructions and
recommendations and in coordination with related Work.

Anchor products securely in place, accurately located and aligned with adjacent
construction.

Clean exposed surfaces and protect products as required to ensure acceptable condition
at Substantial Completion.
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END OF SECTION
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